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Private Property Tree Protection Ordinances in the County of 

Los Angeles 

The following table is a simplified overview of tree protection policies for the cities within the County of Los 

Angeles. Protections vary from city to city and are often nuanced. Each city may have its own definitions for 

terms such as tree, native tree, mature tree, grove, multi-stem tree and oak tree. Refer to your city’s tree 

protection ordinance for more details.  

 

Table 1: Protected trees policies in the County of Los Angeles 

City Trees Protected on Private Property 
Protected Size 

(DSH, inches) 

Agoura Hills 
Valley oak (Quercus lobata), Coast live oak, (Quercus agrifolia), Scrub 
oak (Quercus berberidifolia), Coastal scrub oak (Quercus Dumosa) 

≥2 

Alhambra 
Oak Trees and California Native tree species ≥ 12 

All other species of trees ≥ 24 

Arcadia 

Coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia) or Engelmann oak (Quercus 
engelmannii) 

>4 

Any other oak tree >12 

Sycamore (Platanus racemosa) >6 

Azusa All existing living trees ≥ 6 

Baldwin Park 

All species of trees ≥54 

Trees planted pursuant to a city-imposed condition of approval and 
trees shown on a landscape drawing or plan approved by the city 

Any size 

Beverly Hills All species of trees ≥ 15.3 

 Native trees ≥7.6 

Bradbury All species of trees ≥6” 

Calabasas Any oak tree or scrub oak ≥ 2" 

Cerritos Heritage Trees Any size 

Claremont Heritage Trees Any size 

Covina Oak trees ≥10” 

https://www.agourahillscity.org/department/planning-community-development/oak-tree-preservation
https://www.cityofalhambra.org/267/Tree-Preservation-Ordinance
https://www.arcadiaca.gov/shape/public_works_services_department/protected_trees___regulations.php
https://library.municode.com/ca/azusa/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=MUCO_CH62STSIOTPUPL_ARTVITRPR_S62-1
https://www.baldwinpark.com/docssidemenu/community-development/planning/zoning-code-individual-elements/1967-153-165-tree-preservation/file
https://www.beverlyhills.org/departments/communitydevelopment/planning/currentplanninganddevelopment/propertyandzoninginformation/trees/treefaqs/#accordion_dqAC2
https://library.municode.com/ca/bradbury/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_TITIXDECO_PTVISIPLGEDEST_CH118TRPRPR
https://library.municode.com/ca/city_of_calabasas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17LAUSDE_ARTIIISIPLPRDEST_CH17.32OATRRE
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Cerritos/#!/Cerritos09/Cerritos0975.html#9.75.190
https://www.ci.claremont.ca.us/home/showpublisheddocument/15028/637309208415570000
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Covina/#!/html/Covina17/Covina1783.html
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Diamond Bar 

Native oak trees, Walnut trees, Sycamore trees, Willow trees ≥ 8" 

Heritage trees Any size 

Trees required to be planted as a condition of approval for 
discretionary permit 

Any size 

Duarte 
Native trees ≥ 12" 

Specimen trees ≥ 24" 

El Monte 
All species of trees 

≥ 11.5” (single 
trunk) 

Any tree with height ≥ 35' Any size 

Glendale Native trees ≥ 6” 

Glendora Heritage trees determined by the city forester Any size 

Hermosa Beach 
All species of trees 
 

≥ 12" 

Hidden Hills 
All species of trees ≥11.46” 

Native oaks ≥4” 

Inglewood 

All species of trees ≥8" 

Memorial trees Any size 

Specimen trees Any size 

La Cañada 
Flintridge 

Native California oak, Sycamore, Deodar cedar, Chinese elm, and 
California pepper trees 

≥ 12" 

La Habra Heights 

All species of trees ≥20" 

Indigenous trees such as oak, sycamore, and laurel trees Any size 

Any tree that is visible from the grounds or structures off-site and 
either screens structures from view of other properties or is required 
as part of a landscape plan. 

Any size 

La Verne 

Deodar cedar (Cedrus deodara), Camphor tree (Cinnamomum 
camphor), Oak trees (Quercus spp.), California sycamore (Platanus 
racemosa), Southern California black walnut (Juglans californica) 

≥8” 

Heritage trees Any size 

Lomita 

A of historical significance specifically designated by resolution of 
the city council as a protected tree, or a tree that is considered an 
outstanding specimen of its species because of age, rarity, size, 
aesthetic quality or unique character. 

Any size 

Los Angeles 
Coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia), Valley oak (Quercus lobata), 
Southern California black walnut (Juglans californica), Western 

≥ 4" 

https://library.municode.com/ca/diamond_bar/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CICO_TIT22DECO_ARTIIISIPLGEDEST_CH22.38TRPRPR_S22.38.030PRTR
https://library.municode.com/ca/duarte/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT13TRVE_CH13.12TRPRPR
https://www.ci.el-monte.ca.us/DocumentCenter/View/414/Tree-Protection-Ordinance-PDF?bidId=
https://ecode360.com/43349252#43349252
https://ecode360.com/43765775#43765775
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/hermosabeach-ca/doc-viewer.aspx?secid=1748#secid-1750
https://library.municode.com/ca/hidden_hills/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT5LAUSDE_CH8TRPR
https://library.qcode.us/lib/inglewood_ca/pub/municipal_code/item/chapter_12-article_32-section_12_113
https://cityoflcf.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Tree_Brochure.pdf
https://cityoflcf.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Tree_Brochure.pdf
https://www.lhhcity.org/DocumentCenter/View/83/Tree-Removal-Handout-PDF?bidId=#:~:text=Tree%20removal%20in%20the%20City,avoid%20any%20potential%20code%20violations.
https://library.qcode.us/lib/la_verne_ca/pub/municipal_code/item/title_18-chapter_18_78
https://library.municode.com/ca/lomita/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=MUCO_TITIXPUWO_CH2STTR_S9-2.35PRTR
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-132254
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sycamore (Platanus racemosa), California bay (Umbellularia 
californica), Toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia), Elderberry (Sambucus 
Mexicana) 

Lynwood 

Native trees >8” 

Landmark trees Any size 

Specimen trees Any size 

Malibu 
Native oak (Quercus spp.), California walnut (Juglans californica), 
Western sycamore (Platanus racemosa), Alder (Alnus rhombifolia), 
Toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia) 

≥ 6" 

Manhattan Beach 

All species of tree (excluding deciduous fruit-bearing trees and 
Washingtonia species palms) 

≥ 12″ 

Replacement trees Any size 

Monrovia Oak trees (Measured 2’ above the ground, rather than standard 4.5’) ≥10” 

Pasadena 

Native Trees ≥8" 

Landmark trees and landmark-eligible trees Any size 

Specimen trees Any size 

Any species of tree ≥19” 

Pomona 

Specimen (Heritage) Trees Any size 

Oak trees >8” 

All species of trees Any size 

Rosemead Any oak tree of the genus Quercus ≥12” 

San Dimas Heritage Trees Any size 

San Fernando Heritage Trees Any size 

San Gabriel All species of trees ≥4” 

San Marino 

Oak trees ≥4” 

Heritage trees ≥4” 

Established trees ≥6” 

Santa Clarita 

Exceptional specimen trees Any size 

Habitat tree Any Size 

Historic tree Any size 

Indigenous tree Any size 

https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Lynwood/html/Lynwood13/Lynwood1302.html
https://library.qcode.us/lib/malibu_ca/pub/local_coastal_program/item/local_implementation_plan-chapter_5?view=all
https://library.municode.com/ca/manhattan_beach/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT10PLZO_PTIVTERE_CH10.52SIREESDI_10.52.120TRPRREREZOARDIIII
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/monrovia/latest/monrovia_ca/0-0-0-72309
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/wp-content/uploads/sites/29/TPO_2-Pasadena-Tree-Ordinance-Municipal-Code-8.52.pdf
http://www.pomonaheritage.org/resources/Gov_Docs/trees1.html
https://library.municode.com/ca/rosemead/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CD_ORD_TIT17ZO_ART4SUST_CH17.104OATRPR
https://files.sandimasca.gov/Document_Center/Department/Parks%20&%20Recreation/Trees/Trees/Municipal%20Tree%20Ordinance/ORDINANCE-NO-1163.pdf
https://library.municode.com/ca/san_fernando/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_CH98VE_ARTIICOTRMAPR
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/sangabriel/latest/sangabriel_ca/0-0-0-3018
https://cms9files.revize.com/sanmarinoca/Final%20Tree%20Protection%20Ordinance%20for%202nd%20Reading%20RWG%20edits.pdf
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SantaClarita/#!/SantaClarita13/SantaClarita1376.html#13.76.020
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Sierra Madre 

All species of trees ≥4” 

Memorial trees Any size 

Oak trees ≥ 4" 

South Pasadena 

All species of trees ≥12" 

Native trees ≥4” 

Oak trees ≥4” 

Heritage trees Any size 

Vernon 
All species trees (Measured 1m above the ground, rather than 
standard 4.5’) 

≥8cm 

Walnut 
Oak Trees (Quercus spp.) ≥6” 

California black walnut (Juglans californica) ≥6” 

West Covina 

Heritage tree Any size 

Southern California black walnut (Juglans californica) located in the 
San Jose Hills (within the city's boundary). 

Any size 

West Hollywood 
Native trees ≥ 8" 

All species of trees ≥ 24" 

Westlake Village Oak trees ≥ 4" 

 

 

 

https://library.municode.com/ca/sierra_madre/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT12STSIPUPL_CH12.20TRPRPR
https://www.southpasadenaca.gov/government/departments/public-works/administration-engineering/trees/tree-regulations
https://www.vernon.ca/homes-building/boulevards-trees/tree-maintenance
https://library.qcode.us/lib/walnut_ca/pub/municipal_code/item/title_6-chapter_6_52-article_v
https://library.municode.com/ca/west_covina/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=MUCO_CH26ZO_ARTVIPRHENOFECA_DIV9PRPRRETR
https://www.weho.org/city-government/city-departments/public-works/facilities-and-field-services/heritage-tree-program
https://www.wlv.org/470/Protected-Tree-Permits

